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( free) 



02 t 02 

tcJ] 31 GO 

( free , neutra 1 , a 1 lo ) 
*/l-flap/ 
It-palatalized] 61 



03 



k 

le]« 
( free) 
IqJ« 

( free) 
tx] 62 
( free) 



0** f 
[phi] 



(free) 

05 m 

06 n 02 
In-palatal]* 1 * 
tengl 65 

07 1-flap 02 03 3t 

08 h 

Is] 04 66 

(alio, free) 



ti/yod] * 7 
(free) 

52 e 05 

53 epsllon 05 

54 schwa 05 
to-mid-trema]* 8 

55 a-front 05 07 

56 u 05 



57 o-open 05 



51 I 05 



58 yod 
Id/z-hacekl 08 70 

59 w 09 



635 $a Sentani $b Eastern $d North New Guinea $e NE West Irian $f 6,000 $g Merritt Ruhlen $g 

William A. Foley (review) $g John Crothers (editor) 

635 $a Cowan, H.K.J* $b 1965 $c Grammar of the Sentani Language $f ( Verhandelingen Van het 

Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde, No. 47) $g The Hague: Martinus Nilhoff 
$q informants $r 10 years part-time field work, 1946-1956 

635 $a NASALIZED VOWELS (NON-DISTINCTIVE ) $A "Nasalized vowels sometimes occur as non-distinctive 

variants of vowel followed by syllable final nasal, notably before /k/, more rarely before ts] . 
Sometimes the nasalization is dropped or almost dropped and the vowel at the same time slightly 
lengthened." (p.5) Only two examples are given, both with the vowel /a/. 

635 $a PHONOLOGICAL UORD $A (C)V(CV). . .(C) $A Note that vowel clusters do not occur. 

635 $a STRESS $A Stress falls on the last syllable of a word, if it ends in a consonant (nasal or 

Slide). Otherwise stress falls on the penult. However, If the penult is an open syllable with 
the vowel /schwa/, and if the antepenult is a closed syllable (ending in nasal or glide) "the 
stress tends to shift to" the antepenult. In longer words there is a secondary stress on the 
third syllable before the main stress, or on the second syllable before it, if this is closed 
(p 9 ^p" Sonan,tt "Devotions and variations from the above rules are, however, not infrequent." 

635 $a SYLLABLE $A (C)V(C) $A final C: nasal (/m/ or homorganic nasal); glides (p.9) 

635 $a VOICELESS STOPS $A The fact that /p/ and /t/ are described as "lenis," with optional 

voicing, while A/ is not called "lenis," and is always voiceless, is doubtless related to the 
fact that western dialects of Sentani have a voice/voiceless opposition in labial and dental 
stop positions. The stop system in these dialects is presumably /p, t, k, b, d/, with the 
voiceless stops slightly aspirated. In eastern Sentani /p/ and /t/ have become /f/ and /h/ 
IVi- f' I* , V* leaving a somewhat peculiar stop system. It is noteworthy that although 
/K/ did not make the change, it does have a free variant txl . 

635 02 $A /t, n, 1-flap/ are described as "gingival." (p. 6, 7) 

635 03 $A "The voiced lateral in gingival position /1-flap/ is apical, but the tongue tip is allowed 
little^more than a minute and momentary touch against the upper gums. This may explain why 
there is the neutralization with Id] already referred to. It probably also explains why 
non-natives often hear and reproduce it as 'r.' In the Western dialect it actually is a tongue 
flip rather than a lateral." (p. 7) 

635 0,1 $A Exact point of articulation of ts) is not specified. [MR] 

635 05 $A Vowels "in stressed open syllables tare] pronounced longer and more tensely than those in 
closed or unstressed open syllables." (p. 4) 

635 ° 7 $A "/a-front/, though shown as a low indifferent vowel, is usually pronounced frontally rather 
than backwardly . " (p.5) 
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635 08 $A Values for td/z-hacek) inferred from symbol; Cowan uses the symbol "g-hacek" without 
explanation. 

635 09 $A /w/ is "strongly rounded." (p. 7) 

635 31 $A /1-flap/ "only occurs intervocally and never as word-initial nor after consonant. In the 
latter two positions it is represented by [d] ." (p. 7) 

635 60 $A For /p, t/, "free non-distinctive variants include unvoiced and voiced types." (p. 6) 

635 61 $A /t/ is palatalized "in contact with /i/, /yod/, /u/ and /w/." (p. 6) 

635 62 $A "/k/ is a voiceless velar plosive whose allophones include, uvular EqJ on the one, and 

palatal [cl on the other hand, as well as velar fricative tx] . These allophones are generally . 
speaking free; naturally contact will have its influence, but it is not decisive, and both the 
uvular and velar types and the palatal will be heard in contact with front as well as back 
vowels," (p. 6) 

635 6l * $A /n/ is palatal "before and after /i/ and /yod/." (p. 7) 

635 65 $A /n/ is realized as teng) "before /k/. n (p. 7) (In the western dialect Ceng] is the preferred 
form for the word final nasal, while the eastern dialect has /m/. ) 

635 66 $A "The /h/ phoneme has an Isl allophone which is obligatory after nasal, /yod/ and /i/.,.. 

This allophone IsJ also occurs after /w/..., in which position, though, it is not obligatory." 
(p. 3) 

635 67 $A "In open accentuated syllables of words of more than one syllable /i/ ts often lengthened to 
^ such an extent that it even tends to diphthongize to ti/yod] (p. 5) 

635 68 $A /schwa/ is realized as to-mid-tremal "in stressed open syllables." (p. 4) 

635 69 $A /o-open/ is realized as tol "in stressed open syllables." (p. 4) 

635 70 $A /yod/ is realized as Ed/z-hacekJ "after /yod/, sometimes also after /w/, and often after /i/ 
in its lengthened and diphthongized variant ti/yod], which then often sounds like 
M .d/z-hacek] ." tp.8) 
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